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Executive Board 

The program for the 2011 Annual Meeting of 
the International Neuroethics Society is set 
and you won‟t want to miss out on this year‟s 
lineup.  Attend interactive breakout groups on 
teaching neuroethics, careers, and fund-
ing.  Hear discussions from Helen Mayberg, 
Michael Chorost, Alan Leshner, Pat Church-
land, Jonathan Moreno, Hank Greely, Martha 
Farah, and others on:  

novel treatments in neuropsychiatry,   
the introduction of fMRI evidence into a 
capital sentencing hearing,  
national security and neurotechnology, and 
the role of technology in our lives and our 
bodies.  

Keep reading for more detailed descriptions of 
each of our panels! 
 
Register today to receive a discounted rate for 
the 2011 International Neuroethics Society An-
nual Meeting (offer ends September 15th).   
 
Now more than ever is the time to attend this 
year‟s meeting which will be held at the Carne-
gie Institution for Science in Washington, D.C. 
on November 10 and 11.   
 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10 
BREAK OUT GROUPS: 
Teaching Neuroethics – Martha Farah, 
Bennett Foddy, Emily Bell 
Last year we reviewed some of the chal-
lenges of teaching neuroethics in a univer-
sity level course, and shared teaching tips 
and resources.  This year we will warm up 
with a new panel of neuroethics instructors 
offering updates on last year‟s material, 
and then move on to some discussion and 
debate on the role of neuroethics in aca-
deme.  Does it make sense to offer degree 
programs in neuroethics – Masters de-
grees or undergraduate majors?  What 
about minors?  Could undergraduate neu-
roethics be the basis for a 21st century 
“physics for poets” or “rocks for jocks”?   
 
Neuroethics Careers – Alan Leshner, 
Hank Greely, Paul Wolpe, Emily Murphy 

 “I want to be a neuroethicist.”  You may 
have some idea what that means, but few 
other people do.  Neuroethics is a new 
field with no set career path. Some senior 
scholars will talk about how they, and you, 
 

Continued on Page 2... 

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS: 

 
Submit your 500 word abstract by Octo-
ber 1.  Twenty-five abstracts will be se-
lected to be published online in AJOB 
Neuroscience, two authors will receive 
$250 travel awards, and 5 abstracts 
will be selected for oral presentation.  
Please see our website for more detailed 
information. 

http://ns.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=55&Itemid=112
http://ns.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=54&Itemid=111
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 can develop careers in neuroethics. 
 
Funding – Kathleen Michels, NIH; John 
Wingfield, NSF; Foundation Rep TBA 
How do you get your brilliant neuroethics re-
search idea funded?  What are the best fed-
eral agencies and foundations for neuroeth-
ics grants?  Seasoned federal and founda-
tion representatives will review the funding 
landscape for neuroethics. 
 
INTERNATIONAL NEUROETHICS SOCI-
ETY and SOCIETY FOR SOCIAL NEURO-
SCIENCE PANEL DISCUSSION 
Social knowledge and the evolution of co-
operation in monkeys and apes - Dorothy 
Cheney, Robert Seyfarth, UPenn  
Pat Churchland, UCSD 
Do animals have moral cognition?  Do they 
engage in behaviors that seem to include 
moral considerations?  And if so, what impli-
cations might it have for human be-
ings?  Come hear Dorothy Cheney & Robert 
Seyfarth of the University of Pennsylvania 
talk about their work with baboons, with a 
response by Patricia Churchland of UCSD. 
 
6:15—8:00 Reception/Poster Presentation 
 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11 
Neuroscience, National Security, and So-
ciety 
Moderator:  Fabrice Jotterand    

Military applications of neurotechnologies 
and neuropharmacological drugs provide 
ways to enhance soldiers‟ performances. 
These applications include, among others, 1) 
devices for the manipulation of  brain regions 
associated with moral sensibility in order to 
change the moral profile of soldiers in com-
bat situations; 2) “aug-cog” (augmented cog-
nition) whose applications seek the develop-
ment non-invasive devises to extract neural 
patterns in subjects to detect intentions such 
as “subconscious recognition” of threat in 
combat situations; 3) targeted brain stimula-
tion to enhance cognitive abilities (“cognitive 
tune-up”) and 4) sleep deprivation while 
maintaining cognitive performance intact. 
These are only few examples that could 
 soon become (or already are) available to 

the public. But as with other emerging tech-
nologies, important ethical, legal and social  
issues need to be addressed within the 
public sphere before broad acceptance of 
these neurotechnologies. There is the po-
tential for unrealistic expectations, abuse 
and misuse.  
 
In addition, the transition from military appli-
cations to public consumption raises an im-
portant issue with regard to the ability to 
critically evaluate the implications of these 
emerging neurotechnologies without com-
promising national security. There is an in-
herent tension between the need for trans-
parency toward the public and the need to 
conceal sensitive information technologies 
to enhance national defense. How to draw 
this fine line is crucial not only to keep sol-
diers out of harm‟s way, but also to en-
hance the social good that might come out 
of these emerging neurotechnologies. Pan-
elists Jonathan Moreno, William Case-
beer and James Giordano will address 
these issues.  
 
Technology and Humanity:  A Neuroeth-
ics Perspective, Michael Chorost  
As we contemplate the ethical and social 
implications of incorporating technologies 
into our bodies, and especially into our 
brains, we will hear from someone who has 
actually had that experience.  Michael 
Chorost has written books about his life as 
a deaf man getting cochlear implants.  He 
will tell us about living the experience of be-
ing a cyborg. 
 

Continued on Page 3... 
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LIKE the INS Facebook Page to Win 
Complimentary Meeting Registration!   
 
Be sure to “like” our facebook page and 
keep a lookout for our status updates be-
cause we will be giving away one free 2011 
Meeting Registration in the next week.  We 
will post a status letting you know the com-
petition has begun and the first person to 
respond to the post will get their registra-
tion fee waived!  

http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10150303708222722.359852.591342721#!/pages/International-Neuroethics-Society/128656870542365
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Neuroethics and novel treatments in Psy-
chiatry Panel  
Moderator: Barbara Sahakian 

Neuroscience has been critical to the under-
standing of the brain in health and disease 
and in developing more accurate diagnosis 
and new treatment across the lifespan. In this 
panel we will discuss important novel treat-
ments for patients with neuropsychiatric disor-
ders, together with the ethical issues that may 
arise from such treatments. We will also con-
sider a vision for what holistic treatment might 
look like in the future.  
 
Husseini Manji, will discuss new holistic ap-

proaches by pharmaceutical companies such 
as Janssen/Johnson & Johnson towards men-
tal health. He will also talk about some of the 
ethical issues that may arise in the use of 
neuroprotective agents for the treatment of 
Alzheimer‟s disease, such as early detection 
and screening of elderly people.  
 
Helen Mayberg will discuss the neuroethical 
issues of chronic debilitating conditions such 
as depression and the impact that these con-
ditions have on the brain and functional out-
come. She will discuss the possibility of deep 
brain stimulation when drugs are no longer 
successful in the treatment of the depression. 
She will also consider the new role that medi-
cal and device companies may have in terms 
of providing a comprehensive approach to im-
proving mental wellbeing and the role of ad-
junct rehabilitation.  
 
Jorge Moll will discuss novel approaches for 

non-invasive neuromodulation, with a focus 
on functional MRI neurofeedback. This 
emerging technology will potentially allow sci-
entists and clinicians to interfere with brain 
networks involved in complex psychological 
states, including empathic feelings and anger, 

with possible applications to neuropsychiatric 
conditions such as conduct disorder, psycho-
pathy and front temporal dementia. However, 
modulating complex emotional responses in 
these patient groups, and the possibility of 
unknown effects (e.g., brain plasticity, cogni-
tive-emotional "distortions"?) will raise a 
number of ethical questions. 
 
Real Cases in Law and Neurosci-
ence:  Reports from the Trenches  
Moderator:  Hank Greely    
In the last nine years, hundreds of articles 
and book chapters have been published 
about law and neuroscience.  Almost all of 
these have looked at theoretical issues in 
philosophy, criminal justice, constitutional 
law, and other areas, considering what might 
happen when or if neuroscience becomes 
deeply involved in the legal system.  During 
that same period, though, a few cases involv-
ing neuroscience have begun to reach the 
legal system.  This panel will focus on those 
real cases, with three people who have had 
direct experience with them.   The goal is to 
bring to neuroethicists some insight into the 
way that lawyers and physicians faced with 
real cases have thought about them. 
 
We will hear from Steve Greenberg, the de-
fense counsel who introduced fMRI evidence 
into a capital sentencing hearing in Illi-
nois.  (See the report on this case in Nature 
464:340 2010).   Russell Swerdlow will 
speak next.  He is the neurologist who was a 
treating physician in the Virginia case of a 
man whose pedophilic tendencies came and 
went with a tumor in his brain.  (See Arch. 
Neuro. 60:437 2003).  Finally, Gordon 
Houston, counsel for the defendant in 
United States v. Semrau (See Science 
328:1336 2010), will talk about the real world 
issues involved in trying to introduce fMRI-lie 
detection in court.  The audience will have an 
opportunity to learn more about each of 
these fascinating cases, both from the pres-
entations and from the question and answer 
period at the end of the panel. 
 
See our website for the complete schedule 
and full details about submitting an abstract.  
Register before September 15th for additional 
savings! 

REGISTER BEFORE SEPTEMBER 15TH to 

receive an early registration discount.   
 
Looking to bring a group of students?  
Contact Karen Graham for information on 
group discounts,  
kgraham@neuroethicssociety.org   

http://ns.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=53&Itemid=110
http://ns.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=55&Itemid=112
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Like to Blog?   
 

The International Neuroethics Society joined 
Neuroethics:  Ethics and Neuroscience in 
the News, part of the Practical Ethics Blog with 

the Oxford Centre for Neuroethics.   
 
Join in the conversation by following this link.  
Details and a link will also be on our website.  
Be sure to follow the Practical Ethics blog on 
twitter @ethicsinthenews. 

What is Neuroethics?  by Elaine 
Snell, Snell Communications Ltd, 
London, UK 
 
It‟s easy to assume that people know what 
„neuroethics‟ means.  It‟s obvious, isn‟t it?  
The ethics of neuroscience.  But I have 
found that neuroscientists and especially 
neuroscience students often look blank 
when it is mentioned.  Yet ask anyone – 
friends and family included – what they think 
about brain boosters, or the mind-reading 
potential of brain imaging, or genetic tests to 
predict a neurological disease and they all 
have a view, probably fairly strong views, 
too. Scientists and non-scientists alike rap-
idly become engaged, intrigued by the argu-
ments and issues they themselves put for-
ward. 
 
Why, then, is it a challenge to get the profes-
sionals on board? 
 
 „Neuroethics‟ is an academic label.  We use 
it so often we tend to take it for granted that 
it is generally understood, a concept that can 
be readily grasped.  But it is not.  I am sure 
all members of the International Neuroethics 
Society have experienced that initial conver-
sation with someone about neuroethics: 
each of you will have your standard explana-
tion to carry the discussion forward. 
 
Some scientists – especially basic scientists 
– don‟t see how the consideration of the 
ethical implications of neuroscience applies 
to them. By contrast, the concept of bio-
ethics to clinicians is so integral to their work 
that they don‟t see the need for a separate 
discipline. 
 
And then, of course, there are lawyers, soci-
ologists, educators – all professions that 
should be contributing to neuroethics.  And 
last, but by no means least, the general pub-
lic. 
 
If we really want to bring neuroethics to the 
forefront and if we really want others to em-
brace it, let‟s ditch the jargon and make it 
more accessible. 
 

Books by INS Members 
 
Are you looking for a good read?  See our 
website to check out books by fellow mem-
bers.  
 
Have you written something recently?  Sub-
mit it to Chelsea@neuroethicssociery.org 
with a brief description and link to have it 
included on our website.  

INS Facebook Page is Live! 
 
The International  Neuroethics Society is 
now on Facebook!  Be sure to “like” us to-
day to get up to the minute updates, special 
sneak previews about our annual meeting, 
interesting articles, and to connect with fel-
low INS members.   

Stanford Center for Law and the 
Biosciences Fellowship 
 
Stanford Center for Law and the Biosci-
ences is inviting Fellowship applications for 
2012.  For more details, see goo.gl/EsqTS. 

http://blog.practicalethics.ox.ac.uk/neuroethics/neuroethics/
http://www.twitter.com/ethicsinthenews
http://ns.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=21&Itemid=108?servId=2789&option=com_content&view=article&id=21&Itemid=108
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/International-Neuroethics-Society/128656870542365
http://goo.gl/EsqTS
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―Neurolaw in Australia‖ Workshop 
Report by Nicole A Vincent, Macquarie 

University, Sydney, Australia 
 
On July 14th & 15th 2011 the "Neurolaw in 
Australia" workshop was held at Macquarie 
University in Sydney, Australia. Almost noth-
ing is written about neurolaw from an Austra-
lian perspective. Hence, this workshop aimed 
to educate Australian researchers and practi-
tioners (from  philosophy, law, sociology, 
public policy, addiction science, psychology 
and neuroscience) about this field, and to 
build an Australian neurolaw research com-
munity.  
 
See the NEUROLAWau web site http://
www.neurolaw.com.au/ for information about 
the workshop's organizers, sponsors, out-
comes, future events, and how to get in-
volved. 

―Clinical Neuroscience and Society" 
conference and CME course Report 
by Martha Farah, University of Pennsyl-
vania 
 
Penn held its second Clinical Neuroscience 
and Society meeting on July 22-24, 2011, at-
tended by clinicians and researchers from 
across North America and abroad. Five half-
day units covered topics at the intersection of 
neuroethics and clinical practice. For exam-
ple, one session covered the emerging con-
flict between the culture of sports, profes-
sional and amateur, and recent research on 
the neurological effects of even mild head in-
jury.  
 
The conference banquet, held in conjunction 
with the College of Physicians, featured an 
after-dinner presentation on neuroethics by 
Anita Allen of the Presidential Commission for 
the Study of Bioethical Issues. Next year we 
plan to focus on the neuroethics of biomarkers 
for pre-clinical Alzheimer's Disease. We hope 
to see lots of INS members there! 

Summer 2011  
Meeting Roundup  

2011 INS Annual Meeting Schedule 

  

Thursday, November 10 

3:00 – 3:10  Opening - Steve Hyman 

 

3:10 - 4:15   Break-out Groups  

 

4:15 – 4:25  Announcements 

 

4:25 -  5:00  5 Oral Presentations  

 

5:00 - 6:15   INS/S4SN panel 

 

6:15 - 8:00   Posters and Reception 

 

Friday, November 11 

9:00-9:30  Complimentary Breakfast  

  

9:30 – 10:30 Neuroscience, National  

   Security and Society Panel 

   

10:45-11:45 Technology and  

   Humanity:  A Neuroethics 

   Perspective 

                             

11:45–12:15 Lightning Round/Updates  

   and FYIs/Working Groups 

  

12:15-1:30  Open Business Meeting, 

   Complimentary Lunch 

  

1:30-2:30  Neuroethics and Novel 

   Treatments in  

   Neuropsychiatry Panel 

 

2:45-4:00  Real Cases in Law and  

   Neuroscience: Reports  

   from the Trenches Panel 

 

4:00                      Closing Remarks 

 

Register Now! 

http://www.neurolaw.com.au/
http://www.neurolaw.com.au/
http://www.neuroethicssociety.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=55&Itemid=112
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Movie Review:  

Planet of the Apes 
By David Elkin, UCSF 
 
Readers may have noticed the proliferation of 
films related to the theme of neuroenhance-
ment.  This year saw the release of Limitless, 
a film that imagines an experimental drug that 
boosts cognition through unspecified means, 
and now Rise of the Planet of the Apes. 
 
Rise of the Planet of the Apes features a num-
ber of ethical dilemmas that are exaggerations 
of  current controversies.  The first half hour 
works nicely as a neurothics primer before the 
film devolves into more standard Hollywood 
fare.  A scientist (James Franco, looking de-
cidedly less animated than in 127 Hours) 
working for a large pharmaceutical company 
develops a drug that promotes neural connec-
tions.  The plight of apes used as test subjects 
is poignantly staged, fo-
cusing on  the pathos of 
creatures who have at-
tained human levels of 
intelligence.   Franco, in 
an impulsive act, uses 
the drug (as yet untested 
on humans) to try to re-
verse his father‟s Alz-
heimer‟s dementia.   In 
true Hollywood fashion, 
the drug seems to work overnight. John Lith-
gow is particularly effective at portraying a 
man suffering from the cognitive deterioration 
and emotional dyscontrol that characterize 
d e m e n t i n g  d i s o r d e r s . 
 
The ethical perils of how the corporate drive 
for profits might trump ethical principles also 
receives screen time. Franco‟s scientist is mo-
tivated by his father's cognitive decline to find 

an effective cure for  Alzheimer‟s. His em-
ployer is unrealistically unimpressed by the 
commercial prospects but is galvanized by the 
potential for a drug that boosts cognition in 
a n y o n e  w h o  t a k e s  i t .    
 
Andy Sirkis, who portrayed Gollum in the Lord 
of the Rings trilogy, as well as King Kong, of-
fers an amazing performance that transcends 
usual CGI effects. He portrays Caesar, the 
chimpanzee who comes to occupy a truly 

unique place in the 
world, neither human or 
ape. His fictionalized 
state offers a poignant 
ethical warning about the 
beings that we could 
some day create, of in-
telligences that approxi-
mate that of humans but 
exist in different biologic 
forms, with wholly differ-

ent instincts.  In an especially poignant scene, 
Caesar encounters a family walking a dog on 
a leash and realizes that he too is considered 
by humans as a lowly pet, rather than an 
equal.  His shock, sadness, anger, and subse-
quent rebellion at his status are eloquently 
conveyed in a brief scene that is  wordless 
a n d  v e r y  m o v i n g . 
 
Anyone with an interest in neuroethics would 
benefit from seeing this dramatization of pos-
sible ethical conflicts of neuroenhancement, 
or of the hazards of creating creatures that 
might straddle the boundary between humans 
and other animals.  At its best, Rise of the 
Planet of the Apes is both a cautionary tale as 
well as a window into public perceptions of 
science in the 21st century. I am personally 
excited by the thought of showing parts of this 
film to spark debate about the ethical implica-
tions of new technologies.  
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Neuroethics Event Calendar  
Share your event with us at adminis-
trator@neuroethicssociety.org  

September 15-16  Animal Models and Their 

Value in Predicting Drug Efficacy and Toxicity, 
The New York Academy of Sciences, NY.  
This 2-day scientific conference will provide a 
neutral forum to critically examine the tradi-
tional role of pre-clinical animal models in 
drug discovery, how these models most effec-
tively contribute to translational medicine and 
drug discovery, changes needed to increase 
the predictive power of various models for 
drug efficacy in humans, and ways in which to 
further refine, reduce, and replace animal 
models in biomedical research.  Abstracts are 
due on June 17th to animalmodels@nyas.org.  
Please follow this link for more information.   
 
October 27  Sex and Gender Differences in 

Cognition and Neurobiology – A Free Confer-
ence, Drexel University College of Medicine, 
Philadelphia, PA.   Speakers include Donald 
W. Pfaff, Ph.D., The Rockefeller University; 
Rebecca Jordan-Young, Ph.D., Barnard Col-
lege Women's Studies; Lise Eliot, Ph.D., Chi-
cago Medical School; Sylvie Goldman, Ph.D., 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine.  See this 
link for more information. 
 
October 28  14to. Simposio Interdisciplinario 
sobre la Enfermedad de Alzheimer, Mara-
caibo-Venezuela.  Cada año, se celebra atrae 
a mas de 1,200 personas.  Conferencistas 
internacionales y voluntarios locales trabajan 
arduamente para mantener el Simposio gra-
tuito y con elevado nivel de excelencia acadé-
m i c a  y  h u m a n a .   
Te invito a que visites la página web del sim-
posio, www.simposioalzheimer.com y no 

dudes en subscribirte si deseas obtener infor-
mación actualizada sobre el evento y los te-
mas que allí se tratarán. 
 
 
November 4-5 Making Sense of Mental Ill-

ness: Biology, Medicine, and Society, EMBL 
Heidelberg, Germany,   This conference will 
discuss the extent and societal impact of men-
tal illness. Experts from a wide range of disci-
plines will explore the ethical and social impli-

cations and explain the latest scientific knowl-
edge on their causes and treatment. The con-
ference will also debate a number of difficult 
topics including the definition of mental disor-
ders, financial interests in their diagnosis and 
treatment and controversial therapies.  Please 
see this link for more information. 
 
November 10-11 International Neuroethics 

Society Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., 
The International Neuroethics Society will be 
hosting its third meeting at the Carnegie Insti-
tution.  Topics include National Security and 
Defense, Technology and Humanity, Novel 
Treatments in Neuropsychiatry, Law and Neu-
roscience.  Speakers include Jonathan Mo-
reno, Helen Mayberg, Michael Chorost, Hus-
seini Manji, Alan Leshner, Pat Churchland, 
Steve Greenberg, Hank Greely, and more. 
There will also be a special session on Thurs-
day:  Interactive Break-out Groups on 1)
Teaching Neuroethics, 2)Careers, and 3)
Funding.  See the full schedule here. 
 
 
Review our event calendar online and sub-
mit your events to  
administrator@neuroethicssociety.org 
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Martha J. Farah, Editor  

Chelsea Ott, Assistant Editor 
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www.neuroethicssociety.org  
 
 
 
 
 

Our mission is to promote the development 
and responsible application of neuroscience 
through interdisciplinary and international re-
search, education, outreach and public en-
gagement for the benefit of people of all na-
tions, ethnicities, and cultures.   Questions 
and comments about the International Neu-
roethics Society should be directed to Karen 
Graham, Executive Director,  
kgraham@neuroethicssociety.org. 

  

http://ns.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mc&view=mc&Itemid=97
http://www.nyas.org/Events/Detail.aspx?cid=bbecfbea-50fa-4632-b7cb-5c773ffc486a
http://www.drexelmed.edu/Home/AboutTheCollege/DepartmentsCentersandInstitutes/Institutes/InstituteforWomensHealthandLeadership/Programs/SexandGenderResearch/SexandGenderResearchForum.aspx
http://www.simposioalzheimer.com
http://www.embo.org/policy-and-society/science-society/conferences/2011/programme.html
http://ns.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=53&Itemid=110?servId=2789&option=com_content&view=article&id=53&Itemid=110?servId=2789&option=com_content&view=article&id=53&Itemid=110?servId=2789&option=com_content&view=article&id=53&I
http://ns.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mc&view=mc&Itemid=97

